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an increase of 17, Schools of Surgery (Royal College of

Surgeons) a decrease of 11, and the Catholic University an
increase of 2. The total number shows an increase of 8 as
compared with the returns of last session.

Royal College of Surgeons-A Lady Fellow.
Miss Emily Winifred Dickson has obtained the Fellowship

of the Royal College of Surgeons, and is, I believe, the first lady
who has been enrolled on the list of Fellows. Miss Dickson
is a graduate in medicine and surgery of the Royal University
of Ireland, and a Licentiate of the Royal Colleges of Physicians
and Surgeons. The new Fellow can become a candidate for a
seat on the council or fill the presidential chair if elected by
the Fellows of the College.

Coombe Lying-in Hospital, Dublin.
This institution is at present in an unsatisfactory condition

owing to the death of the matron and the resignation of the
master (Mr. Hoey) and assistant-master (Mr. Curtin).
To-day (Tuesday) the Board of Superintendence of Dublin
Hospitals, which obtains grants from Government, will hold a
special meeting to consider the affairs of the institution. The
Coombe Hospital receives a Government grant of ;E200 a year.

Kingstown Water-supply.
Kingstown is one of the townships supplied bv the Vartry

water, but in consequence of the inadequate supply this year
the Commissioners are anxious to obtain a supply from an
independent source, in which endeavour Kingstown will be
joined by one or more townships. Is is proposed to obtain
the water from the Glencullen liver and Lough Bray, which
are able to supply pure water in large quantities, there being
a combined area of about 100 acres. The loughs are of
considerable depth and can be used as storage reservoirs.
Upper Lough Bray is 1453 feet and Lower Lough Bray 1225
feet above sea level, while Glencullen has a level of about 900
feet. The cost will be comparatively trifling, and as the
various townships have already their systems of distributing
mains, it will be only necessary to establish a connection with
the new supply.

Dublin University Biological Association.
At the opening meeting of the session of this Association

the President, Dr. Henry Drury, delivered an inaugural
address on the Medical Care of Children. This was, he said,
a distinct and separate branch of medical practice, presenting
peculiar difficulties such as were met with in no other section
of medipal work, and yet it was one to which the attention
of the student was but little directed. The importance of
this subject would be manifest when they considered
the gigantic proportions of the infant mortality in their
large towns and cities. Taking for comparison the

general mortality of the population at the high figure
of 25 per 1000, the mortality among infants in the first year
.of life reached the fearful figure of 200 in every 1000 born.
Much of this, no doubt, was inevitable, but a very large
proportion was due to preventable causes-viz., the surround-
ings of the children, the want of care manifested by their
natural guardians, foul air, bad feeding, cold, hunger, or

inherited diseases. Much of this mortality could be averted
by judicious medical treatment, and by the better education,
jiot merely of their medical students, but of the mothers and
daughters of their country.

Dr. George Kendal has been elected resident medical officer
to Monkstown Hospital.
Nov. 28th. 

_______________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Pathological Aspect of Electric Lighting.
AT a meeting of the Academy of Medicine, held on the

21st inst., M. Lancereaux exhibited the lungs of a polisher
of carbon terminals for the electric arc light, the said organ
being transformed into veritable blocks of carbon, and large
vomic&aelig; being also discovered. The deceased was, up to the
age of thirty-six years, a vigorous stonemason. He was then
transferred to a workshop eight metres long by seven broad,
where, with eight other men, he was engaged in polishing on
: stone mills charcoal for electric lighting purposes. The shop
was so badly ventilated that sometimes the men could not dis-
tinguish each other through the charcoal and stone dust filling
’the atmosphere. The man continued to work thus for six years,

each day’s work extending to ten or twelve hours. For 30

year before he ceased work altogether he had coughed and
expectorated black sputa. He was admitted into hospital ir
the winter of 1890-91 for bronchitis after influenza, and he
was then expectorating black sputa in large quantities, in
which particles of carbon could easily be distinguished under
the microscope and by chemical tests (resistance to strong
a,cids). In 1892, he was re-admitted in an emaciated con-
dition, and bacilli could be detected in the black sputa
secreted by the numerous cavities. M. Lancereaux very
truly says that every new industry that springs up is worthy
of the physician’s notice, in that new dangers to health may
thus be created. He claims for the modern class of toilers
better ventilated workshops. Strange to say, he does not
suggest the employment of respirators as well.

The Action of Perechloride of Mercury on the Blood-corpuscles
It is generally taught and believed that pushed to a per-

nicious extent mercuric salts do harm by destroying the red
blood- corpuscles. Now, M. Maurel, of Toulouse, informs us- =
that the leucocytes of the rabbit are much more sensitive-
to this disintegrating action of (perchloride of) mercury than
are the red corpuscles. The noxious effects of the mercuric
salt on the animal itself and on the white blood-corpuscles
bear no constant relation the one to the other. From
experiments formerly made by M. Maurel on the action oz
mercury on human blood, the results being strictly con-

firmatory of the above conclusions, he asserts that mercury
exercises its chief action on the system through the medium.
of the white blood-corpuscle.

1 Feline Monstrosity.
The existence of a race of cats deprived of their caudal

appendages has long been a puzzle to naturalists, and the fact
that his sea-girt territory is the home of these anomalously
fashioned creatures is, I believe, a source of pride to many an
inhabitant of the Isle of Man. Afemale specimen of this species.
recently brought to Paris, and fecundated by an ordinary
male cat, gave birth to a stillborn female kitten, which

presented, according to M. Dareste, the following anatomical
peculiarities. Like its mother, it bad no tail ; the spinal core:
descended to the extremity of the spinal canal (in dogs
bereft of a tail the cord only reaches the lower dorsal region):.
the bladder was extroverted-a very rare phenomenon in these
animals ; the greater part of the alimentary canal was absent
(thus the &oelig;sophagus at its lower extremity opened directly
into the abdominal cavity) ; and there was neither stomach
nor intestine, the rectum being the sole vestige of the tube
remaining. M. Dareste purposes studying in greater detail
the peculiarities of this curious creature.

Sanitary Progress in Paris.
It is a pleasant task to record the diffusion of soun&Ocirc;

notions of hygiene amongst the inhabitants of this much-
frequented capital. The following figures prove this : during
the first seven months of 1892, 7172 disinfections (of effects
and rooms) took place ; during the corresponding period of
1893 there were effected no less than 19,674 disinfections.
To meet this increased and very welcome demand on the
part of the public the Paris Town Council has voted a sup-
plementary credit of 30, 000 fr. up to Jan. lst next.
Nov. 23th.

MEDICAL TRIAL.

THE DIFFICULTIES OF DIAGNOSING SIMALL-POX.
THE case in which the Kensington Vestry prosecuted Mr. Jamec.

David Hirst Smyth, of Fielding-road, Bedford park, for failing to send
to the medical utlicer of health for ttle district notices of two cases of
infectious disease which he attended at Portobello-road, Notting Hill,
in accordance with Section 55 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891,
came again before Mr. Curtis Bennett at the West London Police
court on Friday. It will be remembered that the patients were a child
twelve yeas old and her father. The former was treated for chicken.
pox, and about three days later she was allowed to go about again. The
father became ill, and his disease was diagnosed to be the same as that
from which his daughter had suffered. He died seven days after he
had been first attended, and the child was then removed to the hospital
ship near Dartford. Dr. Thomas Frank Ricketts, the medical super.
intendent of the hospital ships at Long Reach, now attended by
permission of the Metropolitan Asylums Board. He said that
he saw the child on its admission to the ship on Oct. 23rd.
At that time the eruption had for the most part disappeared -.

it was still present on the soles of the feet, but had disappeared
from the rest of the body, leaving considerable staining of the

1 Academy of Medicine, Nov. 21


